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Paper; I mean Mr. Edmund Curll, at the Bible and Dial in
Fleetstreet, who was yesterday poison'd by Mr. Pope, after having
liv'd many Years an Instance of the mild Temper of the British
Nation. Every Body knows that the said Mr. Edmund Curll, on
Monday the 26th Instant, publish'd a Satyrical Piece, entituled
Court Poems, in the preface whereof they were attributed to a
Lady of Quality, Mr. Pope, or Mr. Gay; by which indiscreet
Method, though he had escap'd one Revenge, there were still
two behind in reserve. Now on the Wednesday ensuing, between
the Hours of Ten and Eleven, Mr. Lintott, a neighb'ring Book-
seller, desir'd a Conference with Mr. Curll about settling a Title-
Page, inviting him at the same Time to take a Whet together.
Mr. Pope, (who is not the only Instance how Persons of bright
Parts may be carry5 d away by the Instigation of the Devil) found
means to convey himself into the same Room, under the pretence
of Business with Mr. Lintott, who it seems is the Printer of his
Homer. This Gentleman, with seeming Coolness, reprimanded
Mr. Curll for wrongfully ascribing to him the aforesaid Poems ;
He excused himself by declaring that one of his Authors (Mr.
Oldmixon by Name) gave the Copies to the Press, and wrote the
Preface. Upon this Mr. Pope (being to all appearance reconciPd)
very civilly drank a Glass of Sack to Mr. Curll, which he as
civilly pledged; and tho5 the liquor in Colour and Taste differ'd
not from common Sack, yet was it plain by the Pangs this unhappy
Stationer felt soon after, that some poisonous Drug had been
secretly infused therein.
In a note in the Dundad the same poet alleged that, * being first
threaten'd and afterwards punish'd for intending to publish the
Court Poems as by "A Lady of Quality ", Curll transferred it from
her to him, and has now printed it twelve years in his name'. Curll
retorted in the Curliad by declaring that the whole of this charge
was false.
The matter of fact [he writes] stands thus: About the year
1715, Mr. Joseph Jacobs (late of Hoxton, the Founder of a
Remarkable Sect called the Whiskers) gave to Mr. John Oldmixon
three Poems at that time handed about, entitled The Bassett
Table, The Toilet, and The Drawing Room. These Pieces were
printed in Octavo, and published by Mr. James Roberts, near